MarKamusic Guide to build a Key Chime


A key chime is a percussion instrument based on the idea of regular bar chimes. It is a wonderful sound effect instrument that produces beautiful tingling, bright sounds of wonder that will truly rival those of a professional bar chime. In fact many people find this key chimes to be more appealing sonically than a regular chime. Originally people of the Andean countries of South America built chimes by dangling seashells, hardwood, stones or bamboo pipes from a piece of wood or bamboo. 

Materials to build your Key Chimes

· 10 keys that you don’t use any longer. All 10 keys must be of different sizes from very small to large. They must not contain any plastic edges.

· A piece of 1’x 1”x 7”wood (soft wood such as pine is best).

· Fine nylon twine.

· Scissors.

· Carpenters glue.

· A ruler.

· A pencil.

· A hand drill with an 1/16”bit.

· Fine sand paper.

· And old metal spoon.

Construction of your Key Chime

1- With the sand paper round off all edges and smooth out all imperfections of the wood.

2- With your pencil and ruler draw a line right in the middle of the top of your wood from one edge to the other. Next, mark 10 spots on the top of this line. Start at 1” form the edge and mark with one dot every ½” until you have marked all ten dots for the keys.

3- Using your drill make the ten holes for the keys across the wood from top to bottom. Try to make straight holes.

4- With your sand paper sand off all holes so that you have smooth openings.

5- Cut 10 pieces of nylon twine all of equal 12”length.

6- Order your keys from smallest to largest in length.

7- Grab one key at the time and insert nylon twine into key hole. Next put together both ends of the nylon piece and insert it into the first drilled hole in the wood from the bottom to the top starting from the left.

8- Once you have done this and you have reached the bottom of the piece of wood pull the nylon twine up about 4 inches and make a very secure knot. Then with the scissors cut the left over twine close to the knot. Next pull the nylon twine from the bottom until the knot has barely disappeared into the hole.

9- Repeat process with all 9 remaining keys.

10- Put a drop of glue on each hole on the top of wood and let dry for 2 hours.

11- Finally put chime upside down and then put a drop of glue into each drilled hole on the bottom of the wood so that bottom and top of each hole holds nylon and wood securely.

12- Let glue dry again for about 2 hours and you will be done with your key chime. 

Wood Dimensions Diagram
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How to play your Key Chime


To play your key chime simple strike across the keys with the old metal spoon to hear the beautiful ringing sounds produced by the dangling keys.

Notes: 

A) You may be audacious and try to build a Key Chime with many more keys. This will add twice as much time to your work time, but your final product will sound quite amazing.

B) A good place to get keys, should you happen not to have any left at home, is to go to any hardware store. Places such as Home depot or True Value Stores are the best places to start. They usually have hundreds of keys, literally that they have ruined while making copies, so ask them to see if you can get them for free.  

C) Other variants of the Key Chimes are to dangle pieces of hardwood, silverware, washers, screws, metal scraps, stones, seashells or bamboo pipes instead of keys. Al you need to do is accommodate the different materials from smallest to largest so that you will always get a beautiful, cascading sound effect.


Your final product 

should look 

something like this.

