MarKamusic Guide to making a Wind Maker

Thousand of years ago the first inhabitants of the South American Andean Plateaus created the earliest expressions of musical culture on the South American continent. Their music was based on recreations of the natural sounds found in their aboriginal environment.  Resourcefulness was their key and these original inhabitants used materials found in their native surroundings to build instruments that imitated the sounds of rain, wind blowing trough the mountains, birds, insects, rushing water, etc. An important part of the “music” heard by these first inhabitants was the sound of the ever present wind of the Andean mountains. This is why the Indians of the Andean mountains invented an instrument to resemble the sound of wind which was a trademark of their homeland. Nowadays, wind makers have almost disappeared and are not used as musical instruments in the musical repertoire of the South American countries. Originally, Wind Makers were made of bamboo, wood and animal or human bones. Today they are mostly made with bamboo or plastic. Wind Makers are closely related to Bird Callers. 

Materials to build your Wind Maker

· A piece of PVC pipe 10” long and 1 ¼” to 1 ½” in diameter. 

· Two corks with a diameter wide enough to fit tightly in the PVC pipe. Cork must not be more than ½” height. If you cannot get corks of this height you can cut a taller one with an exacto knife.

· Carpenters Glue (or other glue to glue cork in the PVC pipe).

· A hot rod or a heated Phillips screwdriver of about 1/3” diameter to open the holes on PVC pipe (you may also use any metal tool shaped as a rod or simply a drill with a 1/3” bit).

· Measuring tape.

· Sand paper.

· Black marker.

· Paint, colored paper or stickers to decorate your wind maker (any kind of acrylic paint, temperas or spray paint would do).

Note: you can get all of these materials at your local hardware store. Home depot, or True Value are a good stores are a good place to start. You may try to get together with some friends so that you can buy a PVC pipe that usually comes in lengths of eight to ten feet and then use a tube cutter or a hacksaw to cut it in 10”lengths. In this way you will get enough pieces for either 8 or 10 wind makers.

Construction of your Wind Maker

· Clean PVC pipe well and then sand off any imperfections with the sand paper. Next, smooth all edges.

· With the measuring tape measure 2”, 3”, 5”, 7”and 8” from one edge of the pipe and mark with the marker each measurement. 

· Next, apply some glue to both corks and fit it tightly into both open ends of pipe.

· Using the hot rod or a drill open all five spots that you marked with the marker. Make sure you don’t puncture the other sidewall of the PVC pipe while making the hole.

· The hole at 5” you will need to widen more than all the others by wiggling the hot rod or drill. 

· Next, use the sand paper again and smooth out the edges of all the holes that you just opened.

· Finally, decorate your wind maker any way you’d like.  

[image: image1.jpg]


                                                               This hole needs to be wider than all the other ones


                 1 1/2” to 1 ¼”                            


                                                                                                        10”                      

           Cork                                           Holes                                                           Cork

How to play your Wind Maker

To produce sounds with your wind maker you must cover the open holes with your fingertips except the middle hole, which is the one where you will blow. Try to blow into the middle hole in a manner similar to how you would blow a silver flute and across the top as you cover and uncover the other holes in an alternating fashion. For an interesting gush-like effect, you may also roll or trill your tongue while blowing so that you will produce a sound closely resembling the various sound produced by wind blowing through a mountain. 

